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Haiti has sworn in its first parliament since January 1999. The Fanmi Lavalas party of former
President Jean- Bertrand Aristide (1990-1995) had firm control of both houses of the National
Assembly after newly elected legislators took their seats Aug. 28. Haiti's decision to seat the
parliament is in defiance of international condemnation of the legislative elections held in May
and July. International aid is still being withheld because of the questionable methods used in
the electoral process. President Rene Preval dissolved the Assembly in January 1999 to end the
legislative chaos that followed the disastrous 1997 elections (see NotiCen, 1997-06-12, 1999-01-07).
But political uncertainty continued through the torturous series of elections to form a new
parliament before the constitutionally mandated deadline of July 12. During the first-round election
in May, Organization of American States (OAS) observers said the method of calculating majority
votes for Senate seats favored Lavalas candidates and violated Haiti's election laws (see NotiCen,
2000-06-01). Nevertheless, the government refused to review the count and pressed on to seat 72
Lavalas deputies in the 82-seat Chamber of Deputies. All but one of the 19 Senate seats at stake went
to Lavalas candidates.
The nineteenth senator is an independent who is considered pro-Aristide. Eight unfilled Senate
seats will be contested in the November elections, when Aristide is expected to regain the
presidency. It was not immediately clear whether the US and the OAS would refuse to cooperate
with the new government. The chief disagreement between the Preval administration and the
international community was over the interpretation of Haitian electoral laws, which is now
irrelevant since the parliament has been installed.
Neither the OAS, the UN, nor countries closely involved in Haitian affairs has actually refused to
recognize the new parliament. OAS sends mission to Haiti In early August, the Permanent Council
of the OAS formally expressed concern about the elections, but did not say the parliament was
illegitimate. Instead, the council voted to send a mission, headed by Secretary-General Cesar
Gaviria, to look for ways to strengthen democracy in Haiti.
While in Haiti Aug. 17-19, Gaviria met with Preval, Aristide, and Prime Minister Jacques Edouard
Alexis, as well as opposition leaders. The OAS has not yet released its report on the visit, but the
Spanish news service EFE said that Preval and Aristide tried to convince Gaviria of the seriousness
of the recent elections. Sen. Edgard LeBlanc said no recommendations on resolving the matter came
out of the meetings.
Before leaving Haiti, Gaviria told a news conference that the country would be "severely affected" if
all sides did not engage in a "national dialogue" on the electoral issues. The Miami Herald quoted a
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Haitian political analyst who regarded the OAS visit as "a victory for the government." "There was
no public statement on whether they [the OAS] were going to recognize the new parliament," said
the analyst, who said Gaviria emphasized the need for the opposition not to boycott the November
elections and to participate in the national dialogue. Aid, other issues may depend on improvements
The international community has withheld more than US$400 million in aid to Haiti because of the
tainted elections, and it is still not certain under what conditions the funds would be released to the
Preval government.
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan's strong condemnation of the elections suggested the UN might
halt further assistance to Haiti as well. Haitian relations with the Caribbean Community and
Common Market (CARICOM) are also up in the air. CARICOM representative Richard Bernal of
Jamaica said the organization was disturbed by the elections and hinted that the decision on Haiti's
application for membership in CARICOM could be affected since the legitimacy of the parliament,
which has to vote on the terms of membership, was in question.
Resumption of US direct aid is also seriously in doubt as Congress is about to consider legislation
to link future funding to a certification by the State Department that "free and fair elections" were
held. On Sept. 5, the US threatened economic sanctions if Haiti did not correct its electoral process
before the November elections. Issuing the warning at the OAS,
US Ambassador to the organization Luis Lauredo said officials in Haiti were unwilling to correct
"serious irregularities." He said that unless changes were made, the US would not support the
November elections "financially or through observer missions." Additional sanctions might also
be applied, Lauredo said. These would include directing US aid to nongovernmental organizations
and opposing international loans for Haiti. [Sources: Spanish News Service EFE, 08/04/00, 08/09/00,
08/18/00; The Miami Herald, 08/11/00, 08/24/00; Associated Press, 08/28/00, 09/05/00, 09/06/00]
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